THE RED LETTER
I travelled with him from London to Glasgow. It was a
triumphal tour on the modern American campaigning model
Word had been passed on ahead of his coming, and there
,were crowds to meet him wherever the train stopped. At
Rugby, Grcwe, Carlisle, and other stations, he made little
speeches. It is evidence of his great facility in public speaking
that, although he had to make these very short speeches, and
although the difficulty of these speeches,, as every speaker
knows, is in inverses proportion to their length, not once did
he repeat himself.
The climax of the tour was to be at Glasgow. That Mac-
Donald was nervous about his Glasgow speech was shown by
an incident on the way there. J le hud often spoken in Glasgow
before, during, and since the War. He knew that politically
it was a * key ' town. It was the centre of the Independent
Labour Party and of what might be culled the Left wing of
the Labour Party. It was the home-town of such well-known
political personalities us Wheatley, Maxton, Kirkwood,
Buchanan, Hardi<% and Stewart. The character of the audi-
ence, too, gave him sonic cause for worry, He knew that it
would be a tremendously large audience, perhaps the largest
he had ever addressed outside London, alert, intelligent,
critical, and controversial- And Scotland is the home of
* heckling/
Shortly before entering Glasgow, the train stopped at
Motherwcllj and into the Prime Minister's compartment
stepped Mr, James Walker, a well-known Trade Union official,
who was also a Glasgow magistrate, and who has since become
a Member of Parliament, u Look here, Walker," he said
after a few moments, " whut kind of speech do you think I
should make in Glasgow ? " This question, quite unusual in
MacDonald'H case, showed his uuxtety and nervousness about
the forthcoming meeting*
Now, Mr. Walker knew the Prime Minister well. He knew
that the criticism hi Glasgow and> indeed, in Scotland was
that he had the reputation of a mere reformist. He knew
the constant attacks made upon MacDonald and his Govern*
ment for not being much more socialist in their policy. There
is no doubt that Walker had estimated the position accurately
as far as the importance of the occasion, the character of the
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